What is The California Newborn
Hearing Screening Program?

The California Department of Health Services
(DHS), Children’s Medical Services Branch (CMS)
has a statewide Newborn Hearing Screening
Program. The program helps identify hearing loss in
infants and can guide families to the appropriate ser-
vices needed to help develop communication skills.

The goal of California's Newborn Hearing
Screening Program is to identify babies with hear-
ing loss and link them with services by six months
of age. The program has Hearing Coordination
Centers that work with families, health care
providers and hospitals to help make sure children
get needed services.

The Newborn Hearing Screening Program
collects information about your baby’s hearing
screenings as per Section 124119 of the Health and
Safety Code. The Hearing Coordination Centers
may use this information to assist you and your
haby in getting to services you may need. It is
possible that the Hearing Coordination Center may
contact you about follow-up services.

If you have questions or want to learn
more about the Newhorn Hearing
Screening Program, call
Toll Free 1-877-388-5301
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have your baby’s hearing screened before going home. the reason is never known. mg’;ge hospital. ——
As hearing loss can be invisible, your decision to Rxelywiﬂababyme'mtha me'mlossbenﬁssed.

have your baby’s hearing screened is important. Now,
technology makes it possible to detect a hearing loss
in the early days of a baby’s life.

Who Pays for
Hearing Screening?

The cost of Newborn Hearing Screening may be
covered by your health insurance, Medi-Cal will pay
for screening for eligible babies.
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The first months and years of a child's life are very
important for developing communication skills. A baby
who has a hearing loss or deafness may have difficulty
in developing normal language skills or may not do
well in school. This is why it is important to identify
the loss early and provide special services to the baby
and family.

The American Academy of Pediatrics and other
professional organizations recommend hearing screen-
ing for all newborns and encourage close monitoring
of children’s hearing throughout the early years.



